SMITHSONIA FEATURES

Greek Revival Architecture

Massive raised brick, sandstone and marble, two-story porch with Doric columns made of brick and stucco 

Exterior: brick is laid in Flemish bond, with extremely fine mortar joints found in the 

early nineteenth century

Jack arches and stone sills 

Transom over front door and rear

The building has five bays, with a central hall, double pile plan

Front Central Hall:  This hallway originally ran the full length of the building to a back door with a transom matching the front door.  The staircase is in its original location, but some of the railing and pickets were repaired by the Langs in the nineteen teens.  The heart pine floors are original throughout the house.  On this floor, the ceiling height is approximately 11 feet.

Living Room:  When the previous owner purchased the house, this space was divided into two rooms used as a dining room and kitchen.  Architectural research revealed that this was originally a single large room, used as a classroom at the Female Orphan Asylum.  No evidence of double fireplaces has been found in this room, and it is not known if it was heated with wood burning stoves.  The school day would start and end with prayers.  Lessons included reading and writing and needlework.  Student population varied, but averaged about 60 girls.  

Sunroom:  This room was added.  Notice the original back door with transom overhead.  

Library:  This room, and the adjacent Dining Room, served as living areas for students in the late nineteenth century after Smithsonia was converted from a boarder house for gentle women back into a school, known as the Assembly Home and School.  The mantles in both of these rooms are believed to be original to the building.  The bookcases in this room were added by the previous owner.

Staircase:  Three story staircase

Dining Room:  The large double-hinged doors separating the Dining Room and the Library are also thought to be original to the building.  The curved door in the corner hides an elevator installed by the previous owner to service the kitchen below and the above master suite.



Top of Basement Steps:  as you descend the stairs, look for the large Aquia sandstone embedded in the brick floor.  This stone is believed to be a sill from the frame Presbyterian Church.

Office/Bedroom in English Basement:  This side of the English basement would have been one large room, like the living room above, and would have served as the dining room.  The floors throughout the basement were originally brick, but at a later time cement was poured over them.  The current floor was laid to resemble the original.  The exposed beams, also found throughout the basement, show evidence of attached lath used to anchor the original plaster ceilings.

Central Basement Hall: This central basement hallway was originally a partially open space, serving almost as a dog-trot.  Access was provided to the basement by the interior stairs, by the large door at the front end of the hall, which originally allowed for access underneath the front porch, and by an opening at the rear of the hallway.  This open central hallway in the basement provided for excellent circulation and cooling during the summer months.  The pocket windows at the front end of the hall provided a means of closing off the flanking, fully enclosed rooms from this central corridor during the winter months.  Beneath the basement steps evidence was found of a root cellar, used to store perishables.
Keeping Room:  This was the original kitchen; now the warm and entertaining informal dining room or breakfast room.  The large cooking fireplace has a massive beam supporting the fireplace and is chestnut.  

